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Chanukah Celebration
and Service
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 6:00PM
Join us for a fantastic Chanukah dinner
and musical service on December 3, the
first Friday of December and the sixth
night of Chanukah. This will be our first
Chanukah celebration since 2019 so let’s
celebrate coming together again. Our pot
luck dinner begins at 6:00pm; please bring
a dish for six people and we will provide
drinks, desserts, and latkes. Cantor Ephraim
and the Shabbatones will provide “top forty”
Chanukah melodies. In our Congregation
Beit Tikva tradition, we also invite you to
bring your own special Chanukah menorah so
we may kindle the lights of all the menorahs
together. Please remember that in the building
we are required to wear a mask.

Congregational Annual
Meeting
Sunday, December 12, 2021
at 3:00pm
Every December we meet as a
congregation to welcome a slate
of officers and new members
of the board of trustees. At our
annual meeting we also review
and pass our budget for 2022.
President Sheila Bicoll and Rabbi
Martin Levy will provide an
overview of the past year and
our plans for 2022. Please join
us for this important gathering
on Sunday, December 12th
at 3:00pm. We will be serving
desserts. More information on
our 2022 program and budget
will be mailed to all congregants
in November 2021.

F R I D AY S H A B B AT S E R V I C E S — 6 : 3 0 P M

Congregation Beit Tikva
2022 Event Calendar
Tu Besh’vat..................................................Monday, January 17
Purim.......................................................Wednesday, March 16
Passover, 1st Night............................................. Friday, April 15
Passover Congregation Seder.......................... Saturday, April 16
Holocaust Remembrance Day....................... Thursday, April 28
Israeli Independence Day................................. Thursday, May 5
Shavuot............................................................... Sunday, June 5
Selichot..................................................Saturday, September 17
Rosh Hashanah (Evening)........................Sunday, September 25
Rosh Hashanah (Morning)..................... Monday, September 26
Shabbat Shuvah......................................... Friday, September 30
Kol Nidre..................................................... Tuesday, October 4
Yom Kippur Day..................................... Wednesday, October 5
Sukkot Congregational Dinner...................... Friday, October 14
Simchat Torah............................................. Sunday, October 16
2230 O L D P E CO S T R A I L , S A N TA F E

RABBI’S MESSAGE
banned and other Jewish ritual practices were restricted
by the Seleucid governors. Despite the odds, this family
from hill country had the courage to fight an impossible
war. Once they regained the Temple precincts, they had
the persistence to search until they found a vessel marked
with the High Priest’s seal. They filled the menorah with
oil, knowing that the oil was too little to properly kindle
the lamps. But these fighters had trust in the future. Their
actions showed leadership and inspiration. We know the
rest of the story—that the oil burned for more than one
day, that the Temple was cleaned and re-dedicated, and
the Syrian laws were rescinded. Defeat was transformed
into new hope. While others in the Jewish community
only saw assimilation and accommodation, the Maccabees
fought with defiance and belief that a small group could
challenge the political order of the day. Using this model,
we celebrate our own triumphs as a Jewish people in the
present day.

O

ur people have always concerned themselves
with one another. So it comes as no surprise that
during the holiday season, we think not only
of our future but about the welfare of others. The Sages
offered this parable:
“It happened once that men sat together in a boat at sea.
One of them drew out an awl and began to bore into the
bottom of the boat. ‘Foolish one,’ the others cried, ‘why
are you doing that?’ He answered, ‘What concern of it is
yours? I am doing this under my own seat, and the drilling
is mine!’”
At this Chanukah season we cannot think only of
ourselves—we must consider our people spread across the
globe. Usually during this time, folks are self-indulgent
and wish to celebrate, in part because of the darkness of
this upcoming winter solstice. But Chanukah is upon
us, and the Maccabees were a small band who focused
on the future of their Jewish world. Surely in the second
century BCE, there were many homeless and hungry
citizens in Judea. But there was also a Temple that had
been desecrated by the Syrian forces. It was time to repair
their world. The Maccabean fighters rose in revolt against
the Seleucid tyranny which had turned Jerusalem into an
almost Greek city. Torah reading and worship had been
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Certainly there is much that needs repair in our local
communities at this Chanukah season. Homeless shelters
are full, the food banks are in need of greater support, and
congregations are struggling to fulfill all the needs of their
members. All of us need to think about our community,
and what we can do to sustain and strengthen Santa Fe, as
well as Congregation Beit Tikva. The world is not the same
as it was in February 2020, and it will never be the same
for us in the future. That is why your commitment to the
Jewish community is so crucial in these coming months.
We are fighters, just as the Maccabees showed their
mettle, and we believe in the future growth of our Jewish
community. To care about ourselves and others means
to take a moral stance, to live by the words “rachmones,”
that is, compassion, “hachnasat orcheem,” to welcome and
sustain the stranger. This is our way, and I trust you will
help uplift our community in these ways.
May the lights of Chanukah shine brightly over your
homes.
Hag Sameach,

Rabbi Martin W. Levy
505.670.4671

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

My reign, let me explain,
has not been plain…
When I was offered the president’s position at
Beit Tikva, I was advised it was like being a cop…
Constable of Police, Carrying on Properly, Contacting
our People(?).
I have had to direct traffic, breakup disputes, keep
things moving smoothly, be on 24/7 alert, attend
all events, be diplomatic, keep my cool, face surprises, be prepared for
anything at any time, be counselor to the Rabbi, and whatever else you can
imagine. Through all of this, I have gotten to know our congregants so much
better and enjoyed them even more than before.
Much of my term was during the COVID crisis and we made many adjustments
for that. I was also dealing with the personal crisis of losing Norton. Temple
business helped divert my attention, for which I am grateful.
I am beginning to ramble. To say it has been quite a ride is an understatement
of great proportion. One of my lessons learned as president is when to hold my
tongue. This is one of those times.
Farewell, shalom and love,
Sheila Bicoll aka Madame
sbicoll@yahoo.com

Welcome Our Administrator, Mary Kreutz
Having grown up in the Midwest on the Mississippi River I enjoyed a
childhood filled with exploration and was immersed in nature. So, never
one to shy away from adventure, in the mid-1980s I packed up a few boxes,
loaded them with my old sewing machine and my trusty Beagle into my little
Toyota and headed to the Wild West. I have made Santa Fe my home for the
past 35 years so I am officially a native New Mexican by now. And adventures
have come my way on a regular basis. One new journey I am excited about is
assuming the administrator position for Congregation Beit Tikva. Although I
have met a number of members I look forward to connecting with any and all
of you as we head into the season of Chanukah with celebrations and services
offering an abundance of friendship.
Feel free to call me or stop by to visit at the synagogue anytime Monday
through Friday but please call first (505.820.2991) to make sure you have my
scheduled hours. I look forward to meeting all of you!
Shalom Aleichem,
Mary Kreutz

Chanukah
Blessings
CANDLES ARE ADDED TO THE
CHANUKIYAH (MENORAH) from
right to left but are kindled from
left to right. The newest candle is lit
first. (On the Shabbat of Chanukah,
kindle the Chanukah lights first and
then the Shabbat candles.) Light the
Shamash—the helper candle—first,
using it to kindle the rest of the
Chanukah lights.
As you do, say or sing:
Hebrew
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech
haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav
v’tsivanu l’hadlik ner shel Chanukah.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of all, who hallows us with
mitzvot, commanding us to kindle the
Chanukah lights.
Hebrew
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech
haolam, she-asah nisim laavoteinu
v’imoteinu bayamim hahaeim baz’man
hazeh.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of all, who performed
wonderous deeds for our ancestors in
days of old at this season.
For first night only:
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech
haolam, shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu
v’higianu laz’man hazeh.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of all, for giving us life, for
sustaining us, and for enabling us to
reach this season.
Hanerot Halalu
We kindle these lights because of the
wondrous deliverance You performed
for our ancestors. During these eight
days of Chanukah, these lights are
sacred; we are not to use them but
only to behold them, so that their
glow may rouse us to give thanks for
Your wondrous acts of deliverance.
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Meet New Board
Member
Elisheva Herrera
By Marc Sanders
Articulate, vivacious and
forthright, CBT’s newest board
member, Elisheva Herrera
(our beloved Cantor’s sister)
is a real farmer’s daughter having grown up in Aurora, Illinois
surrounded by cornfields.
With Dutch and Spanish-Moroccan roots, the Herreras were
proud of their Sephardic heritage. Eli’s mother’s family
migrated to South Texas where she met and married Eli’s
father. They moved to Aurora where most local Jews were
Ashkenazi.
A conversation Eli had with a temple congregant about Israel
ignited a desire to see the place that began as a Zionist dream
but was now theJewish homeland. With a one-way ticket and
$300 in her pocket, 22-year-old Elisheva left the cornfields
of Illinois for a new adventure on a kibbutz near Petah Tikva.
Boarding a plane for the very first time and making Aliyah
were harbingers for the unlimited possibilities that
awaited her.
On this modern Orthodox kibbutz, Elisheva attended Machón
Ora Yeshiva, founded in the 1920s by Rav Abraham Isaac Kook,
the first Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of British Mandatory Palestine
and Father of Religious Zionism. Speaking Hebrew every day
helped accelerate her proficiency and she eventually could
claim fluency in English, Spanish, Hebrew and Italian.
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a favorable impression they were prepared to sponsor her
college education, but instead, she took a position with an
Israeli export company.
A friend playing matchmaker arranged a blind date for Eli and
even a ride to the date location. When Dana, the man who
came to fetch her arrived, their connection was immediate
and intense and it was the birth of a relationship that led to
marriage. The couple moved to Boston where Dana taught
at MIT and Eli attended Tufts University, earning a B.A. in
Economics with a minor in Music, while tutoring English,
Hebrew, Spanish and Italian.
A few years later the couple moved to San Francisco where
Eli sang at the Center for Spiritual Living. She became
the Music Director and began facilitating workshops in
resiliency for women. At CSL, she was introduced to Heart
Math, a holistic health organization blending science with
a guiding philosophy known as “living with love.” Eli began
incorporating drumming, sound, and movement as tools to
help her wellness clients achieve joy, health and inner peace.
Eli and Dana later amicably divorced, and Eli led drum circles
for incarcerated teens in the Bay area. She later moved to San
Diego but soon Ephraim invited her to move to Santa Fe.
Eli wanted to travel more, interspersed with occasional
speaking engagements, but COVID-19 dashed those plans.
As a board member, Eli would like to help Jewish newcomers
to Santa Fe experience a kind of welcome wagon and
encourage them to join the Beit Tikva family. She plans
to advocate for the development of interesting cultural
programs at CBT, highlighting literary and musical subjects.

Leaving the kibbutz after seven months, Eli moved to
Jerusalem to attend a modern Orthodox Yeshiva. Her
language skills proved valuable when interacting with the
shop’s diverse tourist clientele.

Cantor Ephraim’s dulcet tenor is a beloved source of pride
for Beit Tikva and his sister is endowed with the same
vocal gift, capably demonstrated at temple events and on
holidays. If you haven’t had the pleasure of meeting Eli, be
sure to introduce yourself when you see her. Her positivity,
dynamism, and talents will serve her and the synagogue well.

Uncommonly intelligent at an early age, Eli began tutoring
other students, a practice she carried forward throughout
her life. Eli eventually felt the need to earn a college degree.
A move to Chicago where she planned to attend college was
short-lived after the shock of the area’s notorious frigid winter.
Her next stop was Los Angeles, where the family of a friend
she made in Israel offered her temporary accommodations.
Eli got a job as a bank teller at Bank Leumi and made such

Elisheva Herrera is Founder and Chief Joyologist of Happy
People Happy Planet™, bringing transformational wisdom,
peace and joy into the planet. She uses a myriad of tools
including mindfulness, sound, movement, and art to help access
the power of the heart for greater fulfillment, empowerment,
health, happiness, love, and attaining higher potentials.
Elisheva is also the creator of Be Tao Now™ —I Ching
Drumming for Triumphant Living!

Remembering Those Who Have Gone Before
At this time of year it is appropriate to remember and honor your loved ones
who have passed away. With the financial support of an initial donation from Ruthie
Getz Koval, and a subsequent donation from Gary and Karen Goldstein, two Yahrzeit
panels were installed in the entrance hall where we place illuminated Yahrzeit plaques
honoring your loved ones. If you have not yet purchased or reserved a space please call
the congregation administrator at 505.820.2991, or email her at
officeadmin@beittikvasantafe.org. OR, you may fill out the form below and drop it in the
mail to our office.

Yahrzeit Memorial Plaque Order Form
Name(s) of Honoree(s)
1. __________________________________________________________________
Date of Death___________Hebrew name if known__________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________
Date of Death___________Hebrew name if known__________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________
Date of Death___________Hebrew name if known__________________________
4. __________________________________________________________________
Date of Death___________Hebrew name if known__________________________
Please submit this form by mail; bring it to the office; or scan and email it to us.
Your Name:__________________________________________________________
Email:_____________________________________Phone_____________________
Number of Plaques: _______x $600 each
CHECK ENCLOSED IN THE AMOUNT OF:____________________________________
VISA, MASTERCARD, AMEX Card #________________________________________
Name on Card: _______________________________________________________
Expiration Date: ______________________ CCV#_________
Billing zip code_______________________
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Soul Music, Yiddish Style
By Marc Sanders

A

ccording to Thomas Cahill’s,
The Gifts of the Jews, the
dawn of western civilization
began with a paradigm shift among
early Jews,“an ancient nomadic desert
tribe,” in the perception of time.
No longer seen as an endless cyclical
spinning wheel, Jews began seeing
time as linear, on a spectrum with
a beginning and an end. This also
gave rise to another modern concept:
progress, the idea that tomorrow
can be better than today. From that
ancient time to today, one thing
hasn’t changed—Jews as cultural
trendsetters and power brokers leaving
their mark today in the film industry,
philanthropy, business, civil rights,
government, the sciences, academia,
mass media, art, literature, theater and
music.
Music, along with food, fashion,
dance and storytelling, is an intrinsic
thread that binds cultures and
engenders ethnic pride. American
music, like its people, is not
monolithic but a “melting pot” of
diverse genres. The music of iconic
American artists like the Gershwins,
Burt Bacharach, Aaron Copeland,
Marvin Gaye, Jerry Herman, Steven
Sondheim, the Carpenters, Carole
King, Aretha Franklin, Jose Feliciano
and Willie Nelson couldn’t be more
dissimilar and yet is unmistakably
American. Styles such as mariachi,
the blues, jazz, country and western,
and zydeco also have clear American
pedigrees. Excluding the music of
prayerful worship, is there a music
category that’s recognizably Jewish?
With historical roots in the European
shtetl, klezmer can claim that title.

6

Klezmer, used as a Yiddish term, has a
Hebrew etymology:
klei “tools, utensils or instruments
of ” + zemer “melody” = k’lei zemer or
“musical instruments.”
A mélange of improvisational music
played at weddings and other social
functions, klezmer bands performed
lyrical folk dance tunes and ritual
melodies borrowed from the Russians,
Poles, Czechs, Germans, Hungarians,
Romanians, Slovenes, Greeks, and
Arabs. As it spread to the United
States, Big Band and other popular
music added more layers to klezmer’s
evolving bricolage.
Itinerant klezmer musicians, most of
whom could not read music, roved
the countryside seeking gigs at county
fairs, weddings, synagogue dedications
and other festivities. A typical klezmer
group had three to six musicians
playing trumpet, bugle, flute, clarinet,
fife, violin, cello and drums. With a
reputation for “modesty and sobriety,”
klezmer bands were also popular at
Christian religious ceremonies.
A campaign by musicologists and
ethno historians in the 1970s to
revive klezmer began by gathering
old klezmer recordings and locating
living masters. Out of this grew a
whole new body of klezmer music.
Although spoken Yiddish faces
possible obsolescence, Klezmer’s rising
popularity suggests it is here to stay.
Outstanding klezmer music can be
found right here in New Mexico,
thanks to bands like Albuquerquebased Duke City Hora, a threeperson ensemble with Jordan Wax on
accordion and Yiddish vocals, Margot
Leverett on clarinet, and Charlotte
Overby on upright bass. A National
Endowment for the Art’s Folk Arts

Apprenticeship Program grant helped
launch the band, fulfilling its mission
of keeping diverse traditions alive.
Last August, an appreciative,
COVID-weary audience at Santa Fe’s
Congregation Beit Tikva, enjoyed
the lively music of Duke City Hora.
From plaintive melodies on clarinet to
a rousing call and response song with
audience participation, Duke City’s
music evinced that special Jewish
spirit from a rich musical tapestry.
The Yiddish folk songs I heard
as a child from my Russia-born
grandmother are like “comfort food
for the ears” and, I suspect for many
Jews, an endearing memory. Do
non-Jews enjoy klezmer? According
to Jordan Wax, “…cultural fluency
definitely adds to the experience,
but…highly-developed art forms
in any culture speak to a level of
humanity that makes them accessible
to others, if not universal.” Indeed,
Gentiles are enthusiastic klezmer fans.
Now go ask any Jewish grandmother
if she likes klezmer music and she’ll
likely respond, “Nu, what’s not to
like?”
Marc Sanders is a board member at
Congregation Beit Tikva in Santa Fe.

DONATIONS
General Fund
Madelin Coit
Richard Tyner–in honor of
Rabbi Levy
Daniel Schultz
Skip Rapoport
Robert Seletsky
Barbara Marigold Dolloff
Marilyn & Eric Tublin
Carol & Steven Witlin–
in honor of Flo Vinnick’s
birthday
Lynn Kelly
Connie & Stuart Rosenberg–
in memory of Brian Sahrer

Rabbi Martin Levy &
Kaycee Canter–
in memory of James Taylor
Rabbi Martin Levy
Marilyn & Larry Cohen–
in memory of Kay Fowler
Petr Chylek
Lisa Sinoff–in honor of Sheila
Bicoll
Yizkor
Davida Simon
Ellen & Martin Wakesberg
Lorraine Haneyko &
Michael Edelman
Ruthie Koval

John Guffey
Amy R. Stein
Alan Rapoport
Gail and Elliot Rapoport
Security Upgrades
Barb LaMont
Sandy Levine
Sheila Bicoll
Vicki & David Hurewitz
Jolene & Robert Gear
Dirk Wassner
Music Fund
Jonathan Frey

Future Fund
Edward Mazria
High Holiday Fund
Fred Klinghoffer
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Joel Schneider, md
John Henry McDonald

We regret omissions from our
Yizkor (Memorial) Book of
2022. These names are to be
included: Lorraine Serra and
Milton H. Edelman

Happy November &
December Birthdays
Michele Goldman
Eileen Mandel
Ned Siegel
Kaycee Canter
Phyllis Kapp
Edward Mazria
Jolene Gear
Marilyn Cohen
Janie Siskin
John Goldman

November 4
November 29
November 30
December 4
December 5
December 7
December 8
December 10
December 13
December 15

Happy November &
December Anniversaries
Elliot & Gail Rapoport
Larry & Marilyn Cohen

November 2
November 26

In Loving Memory
Toby Karps

Mother of Carol A. Karps
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Have You Been Receiving Our Weekly E-Blast ?
It is the best way to stay current with all of our Congregation’s happenings. Please contact Windy Dankoff,
windydankoff@mac.com to join our e-blast list. Or, go to www.beittikvasantafe.org and click on the blue button,
top right. You’ll never miss any upcoming events or news.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2021 TORAH PASSAGES
November 12		

Vayetzeh

Genesis 28:10 – 32:3

November 19		
Vayishlach
Genesis 32:4 – 36:43
November 26		
Vayeshev
Genesis 37:1 – 40:23

Joseph’s interpretations of the Pharaoh’s dreams

December 4		

Mikketz
Genesis 41:1 – 44:17
(Chanukah Shabbat)
Joseph rescued from prison in order to assist Pharaoh

December 11		
Vayigash			

Joseph and his brothers are reunited

Genesis 44:18 – 47:27

December 18		
Vayechi			

Genesis 47:28 – 50:26
The death of Jacob; the blessing of Ephraim and Manasseh

December 25		
Shemot			

Exodus 1:1 – 6:1
A new pharaoh arises who subjugates the Israelite people

January 1		
Va’era			
Exodus 6:2 – 9:35

God’s appearance to Moses and a promise of redemption

