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Board of
Directors
Officers

SHAVUOT study session, TUESDAY, June 7
7:00 – 9:00 PM, OR LATER

President

Join Rabbi Martin Levy for a Shavuot study session on the
night of June 7, starting at 7:00 pm. Blintzes will be served
first, then study. We will officially end at 9:00 pm, however
if some people would like to stay later, we will continue
studying, following tradition.

Kate Shane
PAST President

Paul Grace

Announcing the CHAI WALK
Commemorative Brick Fund Raiser

Walk

at Congregation
Beit Tikva

Treasurer

Irv Abrams
Recording
Secretary

Barbara Cohen

Trustees
Jerry Bork
Michele Goldman
Robert Hillman
Melanie Hornstein
Phyllis Kapp
Gary Katz
Juli Horwitz Kite
Sandy Levine
Henry Lewis
Stephen Lowen
Don Miller
Elliot Rapoport
Ned Siegel
Connie Trujillo

You are invited to become part of our
beautification and meditation area by
purchasing a commemorative brick for
the new CHAI WALK. The walkway
will be installed on the north side of
our building. See pages 6 and 7 for
more information, and to fill out the
order form for your bricks.

Events in May and June

Staff
Executive
Director

E lea n o r & R ichar d B re n n er E d u ca t i o n al S eries

Gail Rapoport
Corresponding
Secretary

Pat Wartell
Bookkeeper

Cathy Turner
graphic designer

Paula Eastwood

Tuesday may 3, 6:00 pm		

Howard Gardner and David Brooks: On Truth, Beauty
and Goodness
thursday june 9, 6:00 pm			

Rebecca Traister Talks with Nora Ephron about Politics,
Life and the Future of Women

Friday, May 6— Celebrate
Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israeli
Independence Day
Friday, May 13—New Member
Shabbat (see page 4)
Sunday, May 15—Book &
Media Sale (see page 4)
Saturday, November 5—
Upcoming fund raiser starting with
dinner in member’s homes.
Dessert at the synagogue, along
with a silent auction, a Calcutta and
a bit of salsa dancing. (See page 4)

see page 4 for more information on both events
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RABBI’s message

Do We Have a
Free Will Gene?

I

n the book Genome, Matt Ridley proposes the
existence of a chromosome appearing on Gene 22
in the human DNA matrix. A few pages into his
argument, he admits that such a gene does not exist. Yet
we are constantly offering explanations for every action,
as the debate over nature versus nurture continues. In
Western society, we brag about our personal freedoms
and our freely cast choices, while others trumpet the
determinist viewpoint which explains so many of our
personal/societal failures. Mundane daily choices seem
self-evident, yet some scientists argue that determinism
threatens any semblance of political or moral freedom.
Moreover, due to our genetic makeup, our behaviors
are predetermined in many ways. In short, we are not
responsible for the messes we make. Remember the lyrics
in the play, West Side Story, when the gang members cry
to Officer Krupke that their parents were no good, so how
could the police pin any crimes on such teenagers.
But if we look at biblical literature, especially the final
songs of Moses at the end of Deuteronomy, we see a
magnificent defense of the human capability of choosing.
Moses says: “See I have set before You this day life and
prosperity, death and adversity….choose life, if you and
your offspring would live.” (Deut. 30: 15,19) The gift that
God offers is an either-or, for what thinking person would
2

choose death. Rather the gift of the future is about making
choices, about recognizing the good that is possible in the
world. These words from Deuteronomy are often referred
to as the biblical assertion of free will. To be sure many
decisions may be beyond our grasp, but Moses stresses the
importance of the adult, with all his/her freedoms. Moses
Maimonides in the twelth century, speaks of the unique
place of freedom in the heart of every person.
So what are we to make of our own DNA code. Ridley
defends the notion of full responsibility for one’s actions.
He believes this is a necessary fiction in order that our
society can function. But the author’s emphasis on
‘necessary fiction’ implies that we are not really free, in
any sense. Rather our behaviors are determined by the
deep imprints set in our brain, a supposed hard-drive
which directs us in all scenarios. But if we follow Ridley’s
conclusion, then what is the meaning of any punishment,
if our anti-social behavior is so conditioned that no freely
chosen moral action can supercede the brain patterns so
given. We need the idea of free will, Ridley maintains,
because we need to sustain our Judeo-Christian sense
of moral accountability. If freedom is a gift from above,
then it is also the gauntlet we accept when we accept a
democracy that espouses our freedoms.
Some scientists contend that morality is simply the
codification of our instincts, that what we call right is
what derives from natural behavior. The society maximizes
its natural potential when its citizens follow these right
patterns. Surely our Deuteronomic teacher would never
have agreed with such a description of what is “right.”
God instills in every person a moral purpose, and we also
possess the gift of thinking, enabling us to choose every
day. The challenge remains—choose that which ennobles
life. Ridley agrees with this, “freedom lies in expressing
your own determinism, not somebody else’s. Everybody
has a unique and different endogenous nature. A self.”
From our spiritual perspective we say: everyone has a soul,
and with it we shape and sanctify life.
B’shalom,

Martin W. Levy
979.450.4507
skateml@aol.com

president’s message

Dear Friends,

F

or those people who did not attend our Second Night
Community Seder I have to report that this year the
food was terrific! Out of 67 people, I only had three
complaints. I grew up attending congregational Seders. I
didn’t know matzah balls were supposed to be soft or float.
Quail Run worked hard on preparing the food. Sandy
Levine and Sheila Bicoll worked closely with them and
also on organizing this terrific evening. They chose brisket
instead of chicken. And there was a fabulous vegetarian
option. Both were great! Thanks to Sandy, Sheila and Julie
Horowitz-Kite for arranging a beautiful setting for our
Seder. Rabbi Levy conducted an inspiring Seder complete
with his wise and insightful comments. Cantor Linder
passionately led us in song. Sonny Rapoport accompanied
him on guitar. Rabbi Helman
closed our event with a
heartfelt benediction. From
the comments I heard,
everyone who attended
had an enjoyable time.
Being part of a friendly
community is such a
blessing. All in all our
best Seder ever! Be sure
and join us next year
if you were unable to
attend this year.
As the fresh spring
green plants, leaves and
buds begin to sprout
and grow, Congregation
Beit Tikva will also grow
some green through upcoming fundraisers! Our ongoing
fundraiser, the Eleanor and Richard Brenner series of 92nd
Street Y simulcasts will continue on Tuesday, May 3 and
Thursday, June 9, both beginning at 6 p.m. Descriptions
of each event are in this bulletin. Please plan to attend
these interesting and informative programs. Sunday, May
15 we will have a book, CD and DVD sale. We are still
accepting donations for the sale. We will also have baked
goods available. Please bring your book, etc. donations on
a Wednesday or Friday. And let Michele Goldman know
how many goodies you will bake. Her phone number is:
473.4881.
There will be two main fundraising events before the
end of 2011. The first will be the Chai Walkway. A festive

kick off event for this Walkway is upcoming during the
summer, watch for that information. But you can start
buying bricks now with the form in this bulletin. The
other special event is a Calcutta. This will be a jam-packed
happening, so save the date, Saturday, November 5. Soon
we will be selling tickets for our Calcutta fund raiser. There
are articles about both in this bulletin.
On Friday, May 13, we will welcome our new members
to Congregation Beit Tikva. Each one of us has a unique
perspective on our community to offer our new members.
Please come and share your friendship with our new
congregants.
Passover celebrates our freedom from slavery. Shavuot
celebrates the giving of the Torah to the Israelites at Mt.
Sinai. Shavuot is observed 49 days
from the second night of
Passover. Rabbi Levy will
conduct a night of study
on Tuesday, June 7,
beginning at 7 pm at
our synagogue. The
evening will start with
the eating of blintzes,
then study. We will
officially end at 9 pm,
however if people would
like to stay later we
will continue studying.
Traditionally, one would
study all night and
begin prayers in the early
morning light.
In the spirit of Shavuot, I thank you all for being part
of our community. I am so grateful for finding my way
to Congregation Beit Tikva. I have found a community
who supports each other through friendship, learning and
prayer. As the Israelites made their journey from slavery to
freedom, may we all find our way out from what enslaves
us and be accepting of freedom in whatever form it may
enter into our lives.
Shalom,

Kate Shane
505.470.9448
harpershane.10@gmail.com
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The First-Ever
Books and Media Sale

Save the Date…

Silent Auction and Calcutta
Saturday, November 5, 2011
Warm Up Your Winter!
Food for the body, heart and soul. Enjoy a fabulous meal at
one of our congregant’s home. Then join fellow congregants at
the synagogue for dessert and friendship. We will also have a
silent auction and Calcutta. For an extra treat, we will also have
a spicy salsa dance demonstration and lesson with Valentino,
our professional dance teacher and ice skater. Warm up your soul
knowing you will dance off a few pounds from dinner and
have fun, too!
The Calcutta will have $5000.00 in prize money.150 tickets will be
sold and there are 5 cash prizes. Your odds of winning are one in 30.
The tickets are $100.00 a piece. All proceeds support Congregation
Beit Tikva. If you have an item, service or a donation for the silent
auction please call Bob Hillman at 470.2904.
More specifics in the next bulletin!
E lea n o r & R ichar d B re n n er E d u cat i o n al S eries

Congregation Beit Tikva’s First-Ever Books and Media
Sale will be held on Sunday, May 15 from 1:00 to 5:00
pm at the synagogue.
Come browse the media tables for something new to
read, listen to or watch. You might also pick up something
sweet for dessert at the baked goods table.
We hope to see you there.

Welcoming
New Members
On Friday, May 13 new members will
receive a Mezuzah from Congregation
Beit Tikva. Come and honor our new
members.
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Tuesday may 3, 6:00 pm 		

Howard Gardner and David Brooks: On Truth,
Beauty and Goodness 		
Howard Gardner is the John H. and Elisabeth A. Hobbs Professor of
Cognition and Education at the Harvard Graduate School of Education.
The author of 25 books, including Truth, Beauty and Goodness Reframed:
Educating for the Virtues in the 21st Century. David Brooks is an Op-Ed
columnist for The New York Times and an acclaimed author.

thursday june 9, 6:00 pm			

Rebecca Traister Talks with Nora Ephron about
Politics, Life and the Future of Women
Rebecca Traister covered the 2008 presidential election for Salon. She
has also written about women in politics, media and entertainment
from a feminist perspective for Salon, The New York Observer, The New
York Times, The Washington Post, the Nation and Elle. Nora Ephron is the
author of the several bestsellering books. She wrote and directed the hit
movie Julie and Julia and has received Academy Award nominations for
Best Original Screenplay for When Harry Met Sally, Silkwood, and
Sleepless in Seattle.

Leah Kellogg
Named as a
Santa Fe Living
Treasure

O

n Sunday, June 12 Leah Kellogg will be named
as a Santa Fe Living Treasure. She follows in
the footsteps of our members Rabbi Leonard A.
Helman, Jody Ellis and Marcia Muth.
Here is a little history of Leah that led up to her being
chosen for this honor. Leah moved to Santa Fe in 1943.
She was a dietitian in the Army and was assigned to Bruns
Hospital located where the College of Santa Fe now is.
She fell in love with New Mexico and the incredible views
of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains she could see from the
barrack doorsteps! She knew this was where she wanted to
spend the rest of her life.
As a single professional Jewish woman she quickly
met the Jewish families of Northern New Mexico who
welcomed her into their homes. One of those homes was
that of Gerald Bell whose family owned Bell’s Department
store on San Francisco Street. When she was reassigned
to Good Samaritan Hospital in Los Angeles, Gerald
pursued her and after their marriage in her hometown of
Vancouver she returned to Santa Fe where she devoted her
time to her family and her community. While she raised
three children, Barbara (now living here with her husband
Armon LaMont), Morris and Dano, she helped out at
the family’s department store and became a community
activist.
One of Leah’s most important community projects was
in securing the funding for a new county jail. She worked
on the board to move the city jail from a horrid little place
on Washington Avenue where the library now is to the
larger space on Airport Road.
She has worked tirelessly in the foundation of two
synagogues in Santa Fe. First Temple Beth Shalom
where she was both president and a board member
numerous times. In 1995 she was a founding member of
Congregation Beit Tikva and served on the board in our
early years.
Leah was a charter member of the Santa Fe League of
Women Voters and the Rape Crisis Center. Many people
in Santa Fe know her as an active writer of letters to the
editor to The Santa Fe New Mexican. She says over 300

letters on an array of topics have been written and all were
published.
We all know of Leah’s athletic prowess. In the ’60s she
was a synchronized swimmer and the 1980s the oldest
member of an all-women’s softball league. Those were the
years where was also pursuing a black belt in tai kwon do
and participating in the Senior Olympics. In the 1990s
she was a member of the Scarlet Ladies dance group
which performed for 20 years at the annual Fourth of
July Pancake breakfast on the Plaza. They also performed
at nursing homes and other venues in Northern New
Mexico.
After her beloved Gerald Bell died, she married her
second husband Arden Kellogg whose wife had also died.
They were all friends in a local square dancing group.
Arden passed away in 1997, but we all know how active
Leah has remained and continually involved in a wide
range of activities. She is now not only a Santa Fe Living
Treasure but remains our Personal Treasure here at Beit
Tikva. Leah, we love you!
On Sunday, June 26, 2:30 pm, The New Mexico
Jewish Historical Society will hold their annual
meeting at the synagogue. Steve Ovitsky will be
speaking on “Jewish Folk and Religious Themes in
Classical Music.” No charge. For more information
contact Ronald Hart at 820.0550.
5

Walk
at Congregation
Beit Tikva

CBT invites you to become a permanent part of our beautification and meditation
area by purchasing a commemorative brick for the new CHAI WALK. The walkway
will be installed on the north side of our building extending from the double doors on
the west end to the double doors on the east end of the building. Engraved on your
custom bricks could be your name, children or grandchildren, your business name, the
names of those special to you, etc.
The brick lettering is approximately ¾ inches in height and stamped in black ink.
The bricks will contain up to three lines with a maximum of 10 characters per line.
All lettering will be centered on each line.
Please use the CHAI WALK form on the next page to order your brick(s) and return
it with payment to Congregation Beit Tikva P.O. Box 24094 Santa Fe, NM 87502.

1 brick, $100 • 3 bricks, $250 • 5 bricks, $400
Our 2011 premium dues donors of $1,300 are entitled to two bricks and our $2,250 dues donors are
entitled to 5 bricks, plus their names on the bench you see in the rendering, without further payment.
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Example

T
B

❏ Master Card

❏ Visa

Name as it appears on the card ___________________________

Expiration date ________________________________________

Card Number __________________________________________

Total $ amount to be charged_____________________________

Credit Card

Please complete this order form and return with your check payable to
Congregation Beit Tikva or use the credit card option below.
Donations for the CHAI WALK are tax-deductible.

H
A

E
R
B

B
A

O
R

R
A

K

S
&

J

E

R

R

Y

Please indicate below how you want your brick(s) engraved. All lines will be centered. Make copies of this form as needed.
Please put one character (letter, number, punctuation mark or space) in each space. Maximum of 19 characters per line.

Total amount of check enclosed ______________________________

Quantity of Bricks ______ (1 brick $100, 3 bricks $250, 5 bricks $400)

Phone Number ____________________________________________

City _____________________________State _____ Zip ___________

Address __________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________

Beit Tikva

Walk
at Congregation

2nd Night Community Passover Seder

8

Interfaith Shelter Dinner “Hosting” Mitzvah

Yom Hashoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day& ADL/CBT Film Event
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Ongoing Classes with Rabbi Levy
adult education: Our ongoing topic is
“Doing Jewish Theology in the 21st Century.”
Join us as Rabbi Levy leads our study group on
Wednesday evenings, at 7:00 pm.
We are exploring the world of Jewish thought,
using a new book by Prof. Neil Gillman, Doing
Jewish Theology: God, Torah and Israel in
Modern Judaism. Dr. Gillman is the former
dean of the Jewish Theological Seminary
in NYC, and the author of more than a
dozen texts. This is an exciting class,
giving us a chance to discuss our
personal thoughts on many topics.
Hebrew classes: Join our
adult Hebrew class which meets
on Thursdays at 2:30 pm, at
the synagogue. We have been
studying the alphabet and
reading beginning prayers.

Thank You
Oneg Sponsors
FEBRUARY
Doreen Hurtig
Barbara Cohen & Al Chapman
Jan & Howard Hendler
Meg Folk

MARCH
Shabbat Across America
Valerie Frost
Edie & Ernie Schwartz
Ruthie & Len Koval

APRIL
Barbara & Armon LaMont
& Leah Kellogg
Barbara Marco
Julia & Lance Bell
Gail & Sonny Rapoport
Michele & John Goldman
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May Birthdays
Lance Bell
Leah Kellogg
Susan Roth
Barbara Asarch-Aronowitz
Al Kempenich
Stan Asarch-Aronowitz
Naomi Unger
Devi Benjamin
Kathy Richkind

June Birthdays
May 9
May 15
May 19
May 20
May 21
May 22
May 24
May 26
May 26

May
Anniversaries
Sherry & Jon Bell
Angelina & Rae Shapiro
Naomi Unger & Peter Santi

May 21
May 21
May 22

Wendy Lane Henry
Armon La Mont
Susan Katz
Marvin Maslow
Joy Weber
Mel Feldman
Melanie Hornstein

June 8
June 21
June 22
June 24
June 24
June 30
June 30

June
Anniversaries
Joyce & Jerry Levine
Barbara & Armon LaMont
Bunny & Paul Lichtenstein
Susan & Burton Krohn
Barbara Cohen & Al Chapman
Kristen & Steve Flance
Julia & Lance Bell
Julianne & Bob Sherman
Irma & Ralph Thaler

June 7
June 8
June 9
June 11
June 19
June 26
June 27
June 28
June 29

MAY/JUNE donations
General Fund
Fran Berlin – In memory
of Seymour Berlin, 		
husband of Fran
Barbara & Jerry Bork –
In honor of the 		
anniversary of
Rita & Michael Linder
Barbara & Jerry Bork –
In honor of the 		
birthday of
Stuart Rosenberg
Barbara & Jerry Bork –
In memory of
Sally Sirianni, sister of
Connie Rosenberg
Barbara Cohen
& Al Chapman – 		
In memory of
Ruth Chapman, 		
mother of Al
Rose Daneman –
In memory of
Hank Daneman, 		
husband of Rose
Valerie Frost – In honor
of the birth of 		
Edie Leona Wight to 		
her daughter
Camille Frost and

John Wight,
granddaughter of 		
Valerie
Gail Karr – In memory 		
of Shirley Kaplan,
her mother
Gail Karr – In honor of 		
the births of
Isabel Kast,
granddaughter,
Eli Philip Pomeroy and
Porter Eli Bamert
Gail Karr – In honor of 		
the father of Jerry Bork
Jay Leipzig – In memory 		
of Gussie Leipzig, 		
mother of Jay
John Guffey &
Barbara Somerfield - 		
In memory of
Roslyn Moskowitz, 		
cousin of Barbara
Prayer Books
Connie & Stuart 		
Rosenberg –
In memory of
Sally Sirianni, sister
of Connie

Building Fund
Benefactor Category
The Estate of Miriam
(Mimi) Silverberg – 		
In memory of
Mimi Silverberg; 		
Edward & Henrietta 		
Silverberg, her parents;
Charlotte &
William Kaplow,
her sister and
brother-in-law;
Edith Kaufman,
her aunt;
Alfred Kaufman,
her cousin
Rabbi Martin Levy
Discretionary Fund
Barbara Bogart &
Bob Hillman – In 		
honor of Rabbi Levy 		
Hebrew classes
Barbara Bogart &
Bob Hillman – In 		
honor of Paul Grace 		
and his kindness to
Rabbi Leonard Helman

Our Congregation’s
Interfaith Homeless
Shelter “Hosting”
Mitzvah

O

ur congregation did a wonderful Mitzvah
on Wednesday, April 27. Many congregants
made dinner for the Interfaith Homeless Shelter.
We began by getting the dining area ready. Rabbi
Levy said a prayer for the food and the people,
both serving and eating. Over 80 homeless people
were served. By 9:00 pm we had cleaned up and
headed home, grateful to have a home to return
to. A special thank you to the cooks, servers and
supporters: Sandy Levine (who coordinated the
evening), Barbara Aronowitz, Barbara Cohen,
Michele Goldman, Rita Grant, Bob Hillman and
Barbara Bogart, Melanie and Barry Hornstein, Gary
and Sue Katz, Julie Horowitz-Kite, Barbara LaMont,
Geri Merrill, Kate Shane, Connie Trujillo, Frederika
and Burt Vaupen, Rabbi Levy and Paula Eastwood,
our photographer and graphic designer.

Choral Concert of
Jewish Composers
On May 7 & 8 our own cantorial
assistant Norton Bicoll will be part
of the Santa Fe Men’s Camerata
performing a “A Tribute to Four
Centuries of Jewish Composers”
at Temple Beth Shalom,
Saturday, May 7 at 7:00 pm
and Sunday, May 8 at 4:00 pm.
$10.00/per adult. For more
information call 473.7733

Congregation
Beit Tikva’s website
is generously
sponsored by
Pat & Bob wartell
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May/June Torah Passages

May/June schedule of services

Leviticus
21.1 – 24.23
Regulations for
priest & the 		
sanctuary
The Holy Days,
laws re: holidays &
festivals
May 14
Leviticus
Behar
25.1 – 26.2
Sabbatical year &
jubilee year
Redemption of the
lands, rights of
servants
May 21
Leviticus
Bechukotai 26.3 – 27.34
Blessings & curses,
gifts to the Temple
Rewards & 		
punishments
May 28
Numbers
Bamidbar 1.1 – 4.20
In the wilderness,
Census of the tribes
The Levites & their
duties

May 6

Friday 7:30 pm
Service led by
Rabbi Martin Levy

June 3

Friday 7:30 pm
Service led by
Rabbi Martin Levy

May 13

Friday 7:30 pm
Service led by
Rabbi Martin Levy

June 10

Friday 7:30 pm
Service led by
Rabbi Martin Levy

May 20

Friday 7:30 pm
Service led by
Rabbi Martin Levy

June 17

Friday 7:30 pm
Service led by
Rabbi Martin Levy

May 27

Friday 7:30 pm
Service led by
Members of the
Congregation

June 24

Friday 7:30 pm
Service led by
Rabbi Martin Levy

May 7
Emor

Numbers
4.21 – 7.89
The Priestly 		
blessings
Numeration of the
Levitical families
June 11
Numbers
Beha’aloscha 8.1 – 12.16
The Menorah, 		
Consecration of the
Levites
Departure from
Sinai to Moab
June 18
Numbers
Shelach
13.1 – 15.41
The spies & their
report, forty years
of wandering
Meal offering &
the challah
June 25
Numbers
Korach
16.1 – 18.32
Rebellion of 		
Korach
Moses pleads with
God

June 4
Naso

