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classes with rabbi levy
adult education news: Our topic for the
winter season is “Doing Jewish Theology in the
21st Century.” Rabbi Levy will lead our study
group on Wednesday evenings, beginning on
January 12th at 7 pm.
We will explore the world of Jewish thought,
using a new book by Prof. Neil Gillman, Doing
Jewish Theology: God, Torah and Israel in Modern
Judaism. Dr. Gillman is the former dean of the
Jewish Theological Seminary in NYC, and the
author of more than a dozen texts. Our Rabbi
Levy wrote his Masters Thesis on the theology
of Martin Buber, and has presented many
lectures on contemporary Jewish theology. This
will be an exciting class, and give us a chance to
discuss our personal thoughts on many topics.
Please contact the congregational office, so we
will order books for everyone.
Hebrew classes: Our adult Hebrew class
will continue on Thursday, January 6th at
2:30 pm, meeting every Thursday at the
synagogue. We are more than half way through
the alphabet, and reading beginning prayers.
Please join us, and improve your reading skills.

See page 5 for details on
Beit Tikva’s annual cook-off
contest fundraiser and
January birthday celebration.
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 6:00 pm

tuesDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 6:15 pm

The Epic Struggle to Save Soviet Jewry:

The Lost Jews of Kaifeng, China

Join Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel, Political advisor Richard
Perle, actress Margarita Levieva and Gal Beckerman, author
of When They Come For Us, We’ll Be Gone: The Epic Struggle to
Save Soviet Jewry, as they discuss the Cold War period when
Jews behind the Iron Curtain took grave risks in order to
win their freedom to emigrate to Israel or to the U.S.

Hear the fascinating story of Jewish life in Kaifeng
beginning in the10th century, when the Jews of Persia and
India traveled the Silk Road to Kaifeng. The community
thrived for many years and eventually died out in 1860.
Shi Lei is a graduate of Henan U. in China and currently
works as a national tour guide of Jewish sites in China and
was recently highlighted in the New York Times Travel
section.

Pivotal Figures from a Heroic Era with
Elie Wiesel, Natan Sharansky, Margarita
Levieva, Gal Beckerman and Richard Perle
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RABBI’s message

T

he Jewish actress Marlee Matlin has overcome
many difficulties in her life. Stricken with disease
as a toddler, she became totally deaf. But she
studied and matured and became the award winning
actress in “Children of a Lesser God.” She continued with
movies and other drama productions. A reporter once
asked Ms. Matlin, “do you believe in a God who could
allow an eighteen-month old baby to become deaf?” She
replied in sign language, “Yes, I believe in a greater being
and a God who answers prayers, maybe not every single
prayer. If I hadn’t lost my hearing I wouldn’t be talking to
you now. I wouldn’t have been nominated for an Academy
Award.” Surely her answer affirms the power of Marlee’s
desire to succeed despite any disability.
To be sure, not everything turns out for the best in our
world. Having an illness or life crisis doesn’t make things
easier, and often we become overwhelmed. The world is
not fair and we cannot expect all to turn out well. Sitting in
a wheelchair doesn’t mean we wouldn’t prefer to be hiking
or jogging. Perhaps Marlee Matlin would readily exchange
her Hollywood award for the power to speak as we do.
This question echoes through our lives: where is God
when things don’t go as we had planned? Where is God
when setbacks and illnesses rob us of opportunities and
loved ones? The actress expressed what many of us believe,
that we make the best of our new windows of opportunity.
We can turn adversity into accomplishment. On the other
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hand, we still want to know how God affects us during the
pain and uphill climbs. I believe God is present through
the good moments and the painful ones, and it is up to
you and I to make the best of our present reality. This
idea, of turning tsourus into something positive, is echoed
in a parable by the Dubner Maggid, a noted 19th century
Hasidic teacher.
There was once a king who had a huge, flawless diamond.
He kept the stone in a palace vault. One night the king
had a terrible nightmare and dreamed that somehow
the diamond has been scratched. When he woke in the
morning he inspected his diamond. Sure enough, the
ministers found a long scratch on the top facet of the stone.
The king was terribly distressed. He issued a proclamation,
promising a great reward to the artisan who could repair
the gem. Many artists came to the palace and tried all
manner of tricks on the diamond, promising to restore it
to its pristine condition. One craftsman recited mysterious
formulas, another poured hot oil over the stone. The
scratch remained. Finally a humble worker heard of the
king’s problems and walked three days to the palace. He
brought out a steel instrument and worked on the priceless
gem. On the scratched surface the artist inscribed a
beautiful rose using the scratch as the stem of the rose.
In our own lives, we can gather blemishes and fashion
wondrous roses with each imperfect stroke.
B’shalom,

Martin W. Levy
979.450.4507
skateml@aol.com

president’s message

Dear Friends,

T

hank you all for your confidence in me to become
your new president. I am so honored. To our current
board members who have served all of us this past
year, thank you. A heartfelt thank you to the brave new
members who have volunteered to join our board. We are
all so grateful for all the people who have offered to help
lead our congregation forward.
At our congregational dinner and Hanukah party we
honored our new past president, Paul Grace. He served
Congregation Beit Tikva impeccably. Paul was
an exemplar of a president. Paul steered
us through trials, successfully with
his great ability to consider all
possibilities. He was available
to comfort congregants in
their time of need. Quietly
and humbly Paul worked
behind the scenes to keep
our congregation together
and functioning. And can
he do the dishes quickly!
Throughout these last five
years he retained a sense
of humor! For all that you
have done, thank you.
This year we are moving
from a part time congregation
to a full time congregation.
Our doors are open at least four
days a week. Rabbi Levy leads us in
Friday night Shabbot services, teaches
in our religious school on Sundays, provides
continuing education classes in the Torah and Hebrew two
days a week and brings comfort to our loved ones in the
hospital, senior centers and our homes. He is hardly a part
time rabbi.
We will also be hiring an assistant to our long time
executive director, Gail Rapaport. This person will be
taking over Gail’s position within the next 2 years, and will
need to train with Gail to learn the ropes. We thank Gail
for everything that she does, seen and unseen, for us all.
As your new president, I am asking for your time, talent
and treasure. One way to support our congregation is to
volunteer. We have many committees to join. You could
start with helping out at our January fund raiser, our Cook
Off! We will need a committee to create an a addition to

our building. When you walk in the Sanctuary you can
see that the Rabbi needs a new office as his current “office”
is made out of bookshelves and a rolling screen. If you
have ever been here on a Sunday, you would know we
need classrooms for our religious school. We will also be
adding a brick walk way. These are just a few committees
from which to choose. There is so much to do! We are all
talented people. Each one of us has a special gift. I hope
that everyone will feel they can contribute in their own
unique way.
Regarding potential new members it would
be wonderful it you could inform me
who they might be and encourage
them to attend services and our
other activities. We will then
be able to contact them and
have folks welcome them
when they come to Beit
Tikva. We are a friendly
congregation and need to
constantly let it show.
Our congregation will
have many more needs as
we grow. We have previous
congregants rejoining. We
have newcomers to Santa Fe
joining. We are beginning to
attract younger people. We are
a vibrant community. As we serve
each other and the community around
us we will need to share our inner treasure
(our unique gift) and our acquired treasure (our
dues). Please think about what you truely can afford to
give and remember to pay it in a timely manner. Someone
asked me why I volunteered to become president. I
answered, “because the congregation is worth my time,
effort and money.” I hope you feel that same way and get
involved in whatever way you feel comfortable. Together,
we can grow our congregation.May we all have peace in
our hearts, now and always,
Shalom,

Kate Shane
505.470.9448
harpershane.10@gmail.com
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Chanukah Party and Celebration
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Congregation Beit Tikva
Expands Its Social Action
Activities

of
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I

n addition to
continuing to
collect used
clothing for St.
Elizabeth’s Shelter,
CBT is now joining
dozens of other faithbased communities
in enlisting
volunteers to help
at the Interfaith Community Shelter on Cerrillos Road
(site of the old Pete’s Pets). As a first step, over a dozen
of our members offered to make Christmas Day and
New Year’s Day happier for approximately 100 homeless
individuals by spending several hours with them at the
Shelter. We now welcome the opportunity to provide
a dinner or several dinners at the site this Spring. If
interested in cooking and/or serving, please contact Sandy
Levine (levinesy@comcast.net or 505-466-4041). If
serving in this capacity does not interest you, remember
that monetary contributions to the Shelter are always
appreciated. Checks to support the program and its planned
renovations can be made to Faith at Work/ICSG and
mailed to P.O. Box 22653, Santa Fe, NM 87502.
Please contact Sandy by January 31 so that we can
confirm a Spring date with the Shelter.

C

ome celebrate January birthdays with the Top Chef of
Beit Tikva cook-off contest at Congregation Beit Tikva
on Sunday, January 16. Bring a dish in one of the following
categories: soup, main dish, vegetable, dessert (preferably
chocolate) or hot drink. Every one will vote on each
category and the winner will receive a special certificate
of honor. To enter a dish is $10 and admission to the event
is $18. Yes, that’s a total of $28, but this is a fundraiser!
Remember, Beit Tikva men are encouraged to enter their
dishes, too. We hope to have entertainment and will keep
you posted. Come join us for a good time and to celebrate
our Rabbi’s and others’ birthdays! Doors open at 4:00 p.m.
Call Kate Shane at 470-9448 with any questions and to list
your dish. Or, just show up with your entry. See you there!

Proposed Kitchen Committee
Eleanor & Richard Brenner
E d u c at i o n a l S e r i es

AIPAC Speaker Todd Polikoff and live
simulcast from 92nd St. Y in New York City

We would like to form a kitchen committee to be responsible for ensuring
there will be people to set up and clean up the kitchen after an event where
food is involved, such a a pot-luck dinner or the cook-off planned for this month.
Please call Kate Shane 470.9448 or Sally Lowen 466.8688 if you are willing to
serve on this committee.
This is different than setting up and cleaning up after an oneg. When you
do an oneg we ask that you be responsible for setup and clean up if you are
attending on the night of your oneg. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.
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Santa Fe Jewish Religious School Sundays, 9:30 am-12pm
Singles Group
Young people, grades K through 6th, study Hebrew, Jewish history,
love of Israel and Torah with Rabbi Levy. They also participate in
related crafts, and other learning activities. Call Barbara Cohen for
more information at 995-0999.

A

ll Jewish singles,
irrespective of age or
congregational affiliation,
are invited to attend a
meet and greet party at
Congregation Beit Tikva
on Saturday, January 22,
2011, at 7:00pm. Hors
d’oeuvres, snacks and nonalcoholic beverages will be
served, and live music will
be provided by classical and flamenco
guitarist, Rick Mena. There is a $10
(non-refundable) reservation fee per
individual. Please RSVP by January 14,
2011, to Peter Merrill at 473-7733, or
email Peter at petermerrill@cdrsllc.com.
Checks payable to SFJSG can be mailed

January Birthdays
Manny Marczak
Jack Jackson
Irv Abrams
Larry Cohen
Regina Klein
Noah Santi-Unger
Julianne Sherman
Alec Bell
Kate Shane
Barry Hornstein
Cantor Michael Linder
Julia Bell
Asenath Kepler
Esther Rapoport

January 1
January 2
January 3
January 3
January 6
January 10
January 10
January 11
January 15
January 18
January 28
January 29
January 31
January 31

January Anniversaries
Gerald Pitzl &
		Devi Benjamin
January 15
Aaron & Lee Ingerman January 19
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to Peter Merrill, 3113 Pueblo Sapawe,
Santa Fe, NM 87507-2502, or you can
pay at the door. Please include your email
address if you would like to receive future
information about the Singles group. For
further information, please contact Peter
Merrill or Paul Grace at 690-8505.

Thank You Oneg
Sponsors
OCTOBER
Sally & Stephen Lowen
Pat & Bob Wartell
Bell, Kellogg & La Mont Families
Juli Horwitz Kite
Morris Bell, Leah Kellogg, Barbara & 		
	Armon La Mont

November
Frederika & Burton Vaupen
Ruth & Len Koval
Esther Rapoport & Family
Barbara Cohen & Al Chapman

December
Kimberly & Simon Stertzer
Barbara & Stan Aronowitz
Pamela Schackel & Michael Golden
Gail & Sonny Rapoport

january donations
General Fund
Naomi Becker &
Allen Cogbill – In memory
of Carol Becker, mother of
Naomi
Naomi Becker &
Allen Cogbill – In memory
of Shirley Kaplan, mother
of Gail Karr
Naomi Becker &
Allen Cogbill – In memory
of Raymond Surdut, father
of Beth Surdat
Sheila Benveniste –
In memory of Sidney 		
Glassman, husband of
Sheila
Louis Berlin – In memory of
Henry Berlinsky, brother
of Louis
Barbara & Jerry Bork –
In honor of the birthday of
Sally Lowen
Barbara & Jerry Bork –
In honor of the birthday
of Rabbi Leonard Helman
Barbara & Jerry Bork –
In honor of the birthday of
Ned Siegel
Barbara & Jerry Bork –
In honor of the birthday of
Janie Siskin
Barbara & Jerry Bork –
In honor of the birthday of
Paul Lichtenstein
Barbara & Jerry Bork –
In honor of the birthday of
Paul Grace
Barbara & Jerry Bork –
In honor of the anniversary
of Gail & Sonny Rapoport
Barbara & Jerry Bork –
In honor of the anniversary
of Jane & Stephen 		
Hochberg
Barbara & Jerry Bork –
In honor of the anniversary
of Susan & Gary Katz

Barbara & Jerry Bork –
In honor of Phyllis Kapp’s
80th birthday
Barbara & Jerry Bork –
In memory of
Raymond Surdut, father of
Beth Surdut
Barbara & Jerry Bork –
In honor of a speedy 		
recovery for
Frances Rosenberg, mother
of Stuart Rosenberg
Barbara & Jerry Bork –
In honor of a speedy 		
recovery for
Kathy Marczak’s mother
Loretta
Barbara Cohen &
	Al Chapman – In honor
of the birth of Gail &
Sonny Rapoport’s
granddaughter
Adira Bielsky
Sofia Culley – In honor of
Rabbi Martin Levy
Hilary Elliot – In honor
	of Connie &
Stuart Rosenberg
Meg Folk – In honor of 		
the birth of Gail &
	Sonny Rapoport’s
granddaughter
Adira Bielsky
Elaine & Jack Goldberg –
	In memory of Alexander
Goldberg, father of Jack
Elaine & Jack Goldberg –
	In memory of Nettie
Goldberg, mother of Jack
Rita Grant – In memory of
Amalie Skner, mother of
Rita
Rita Grant – In memory of
Samuel Skner, father of
Rita
Dena Jacobs – In memory of

Harry Cohen, father of
Dena
Dena Jacobs – In memory of
	Philip Jacob, father-in-law
of Dena
Leah Kellogg, Barbara &
	Armon Lamont – In honor
of Paul Grace for his five
years as president of the
congregation
Reggie Klein – In honor of
Phyllis Kapp’s 80th birthday
Reggie Klein – In memory of
	Eric Klein, husband of
Reggie
Reggie Klein – In memory of
	Hyman Gershenow, father
of Reggie
Jay Leipzig – In memory of
Moe Leipzig, father of
Jay
Joanna Nedboy Lemberger –
Prayers for Leandra Trujillo
Sandra Levine
Nancy & Henry Lewis –
	In honor of Phyllis Kapp’s
80th birthday
Sally & Stephen Lowen –
	In honor of Phyllis Kapp’s
80th birthday
Kathy & Manny Marczak –
	In honor of Phyllis Kapp’s
80th birthday
Teresa Pierce &
Mort Morrison
Edward Okun – In memory
	of Barbara-Rose Okun,
wife of Edward
Esther Rapoport – In honor of
	Phyllis Kapp’s 80th
birthday
Esther Rapoport – In honor of
Jody Ellis’s 85th birthday
Gail & Sonny Rapoport –
	In honor of Phyllis Kapp’s
80th birthday

Connie & Stuart Rosenberg–
	In memory of
Orville McNickle, father
of Connie
Connie & Stuart Rosenberg –
	In memory of Shirley
Kaplan, mother of
Gail Karr
Connie & Stuart Rosenberg –
	In memory of Raymond
Surdut, father of
Beth Surdut
Edith & Ernest Schwartz –
	In memory of Ben Sucher,
father of Edith
Jerilyn & David Silver &
Bee Schulman –
	In memory of
Edwena Werner’s mother
Jerilyn & David Silver &
Bee Schulman– In honor
	Sylvia Silver’s successful
surgery
Lisa Tanen-LaFontaine –
	In memory of Lillian
Mandel
Irma & Ralph Thaler –
	In honor of Phyllis Kapp’s
80th birthday
Cathy Turner –In appreciation
	of Congregation Beit
Tikva’s support after the
death of her mother
Violet Turner
Joan Vernick – In honor of
	the anniversary of Ethel
and Bernard Kolbor
Joan Vernick – In honor of
	the anniversary of Edith
and Ernest Schwartz
Joan Vernick – In honor of
	the birthday of Rabbi
Leonard Helman

	the birth of Sonny and Gail
Rapoport’s granddaughter
and Esther Rapoport’s
great-granddaughter
Adira Bielsky
Sandra Levine – In honor of
	Phyllis Kapp’s 80th birthday
Sandra Levine – In memory of
	Beth Surdut’s father,
Raymond Surdut
Sandra Levine – In honor
	of John Goldman’s speedy
recovery
Sandra Levine – In honor of
Meg Folk’s speedy recovery
Sandra Levine – In honor of
	the marriage of Reggie
Klein’s son

Religious School Fund

Barbara & Philip Gudwin

Sandra Levine – In honor of

High Holy Days Fund
Joan & Herman Scheinberg
Oneg Fund
Edith & Ernest Schwartz–
	In honor of their greatgranddaughters
Aly (Alexandra) Schwartz
& Hannah Schwartz
Building Fund Benefactor
Howard Aronow
Building Fund Pillar
Joyce & Gerald Levine
Rabbi Martin Levy’s
Discretionary Fund
Donald Linsey –
	In appreciation for Rabbi
Levy officiating at the
funeral of Helen Linsey,
mother of Donald
Rabbi Helman Event

Congregation Beit Tikva’S Website IS Generously Sponsored by Pat & Bob Wartell
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january Torah Passages

January schedule of services

January 1 Exodus

January 7

Friday 7:30 pm
Service led by 		
Rabbi Martin Levy

January 14

Friday 7:30 pm
Service led by
Rabbi Martin Levy

January 21

Friday 7:30 pm
Service led by
Rabbi Martin Levy

January 28

Friday 7:30 pm
Service led by
Rabbi Martin Levy

Va’era

6.2 – 9.35
God’s appearance & promise of redemption
The ten plagues begin

January 8 Exodus

10.1 – 13.16
The last three plagues
Leaving Egypt
		
January 15 Exodus
Beshallach
13.17 – 17.16
Redemption from Egypt, crossing the Reed Sea
Shabbat Shirah
Sabbath of Song, song & dancing at the sea
Bo

January 20 Tu B’Shevat

Jewish Arbor Day, also called the New Year of Trees

January 22 Exodus
Yitro

18.1 – 20.23
“Jethro,” the father-in-law of Moses
Arrival at Sinai, the Ten Commandments

January 29 Exodus
Mishpatim

21.1 – 24.18
Ordinances, civil legislation, morality and ethical behavior

